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e read in this morning’s sidra of the instructions given to
Moses to build the Tabernacle. Among other things, he is commanded
to build the Ark, containing the Tablets of the Law. This aron, Moses is

- told, should be made of wood overlaid with “zzhay fahor, “pure gold,”

I

—

both on the inside and the outside of the Ark: “mibayit umihutz tetza-

per” (Exodus 25:11),
Our Rabbis (Yorma 72b) found in this apparently mundane law.

2oma 7
a prin¢iple of great maral significance. Rava said: From this we learn
that “kol talmid hakham she'en tokho kevaro eno talmid hakham,” “a
scholar whose inner life does not correspond to his outer appearances

is not an authentic scholar” The Ark, or aron, as the repository of the =.,__
- Tablets of the Law, is a symbol of a talmid hakham, a student of the Law.

The “zahay tahor,” “pure gold,” represents purity of character. And the
requirement that this gold be placed “mibayit umihutz” both within and
without the Ark, indicates the principle that a true scholar must live in

{{zsuch a manner that he always be tokho kevaro, alike inwardly and out-

wardly.
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